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Presentation
AMARC Africa and the UNESCO Chair in Public and Community Communication, organize with the support of the Ministry of Communication of Morocco, the UNESCO Office in Rabat, of the HACA, the SNRT and Maroc Telecom the inter regional conference on Community Radios in Sub Saharan Africa, and MENA under the them : Share experiences and democratisation process through proximity. This Conference, the first of its kind will be held in Casablanca (Morocco) 22-24 October 2007, with the participation of about a hundred community radios, networks and NGOs active in the sector in the three regions. 

The participants will come from several African and Arab countries, will analyze the the situation of community media in their respective countries and on the contribution of community media, among other aspects, to good governance, ti achieving millennium development goals and the peaceful conflict resolution.

The conference will count on the participation of managers and practitioners of community radios, proximity NGOs, representatives of UN, multilateral institutions, of government and regulatory bodies and research and academics. Together they will reflect on the strategies regarding regulatory framework,  financial support and content development needed to remove the barriers that difficult in those countries the positive full potential of community radio, particularly in the Arab world that is yet to see the development of community media.

Through experience exchanges and the analysis of successful community radios , the participants will explore the necessary mechanisms allowing to increase the impact of community radio and reinforcing networking between community media and civil society organizations for democratization of Arab and African societies.

This conference follows the decisions, recommendations and reflections of the participants to the world conference of community radio broadcasters held in Amman (Jordan) in November 2006. 
  1. The Work of AMARC and its Africa Section

The right to communication and the right to use media as a development tool are important factors in the campaign to assure that everyone in society can live in an environment where they have a sustainable lifestyle, the right to education, and the right to participate in social processes. Community radio is one of the most successful vehicles in the world in promoting poverty reduction and democracy building.

Established in 1983, AMARC brings together a global movement with an unrivalled body of experience and expertise in community broadcasting practice and in communications for development. Radio is the most widespread electronic communications device in the world and a unique means of reaching the world’s poorest communities. Community radio in particular puts the tools of communications into the hands of communities for cultural expression, news and information, dialogue and development. 

AMARC Africa is the regional branch of the network that counts on more than 3,800 member stations around the world to use community broadcasting to empower the poor and marginalised. www.amarc.org . It was established in 1998. By cooperating with locally-owned radio stations, AMARC Africa helps communities exchange information in their local languages, identify common issues, develop solutions to their problems, and empower themselves in the political process. 

AMARC Africa works to support community radio for development in Africa and the Middle East - North African, in order to achieve the millennium development goals and as well as support democracy, human rights, good governance, and the empowerment of women. 

2. Importance of the Africa-MENA Conference
The conference, which will be attended by more than 100 participants, will allow AMARC to make considerable progress in the two regions involved in the meetings. For AMARC Africa, the conference will allow the organization to finalize its strategic plan and activities for 2007-2009 as well as establish the best possible approach to organizing network activities across the continent.

At present, community radio stations from the MENA region wishing to belong to AMARC participate through the Africa branch. However, as part of as move toward establishing an independent MENA section, AMARC held its world conference in the MENA region in Jordan in 2006. Holding the conference in Amman gave community radio a significant boost in the region, particularly in Jordan, and the October conference in expected to move ahead with the formation on a new MENA branch.

The conference will reflect on how AMARC can most effectively contribute to increase the impact of community radio in Sub-Sahara Africa as well as how to transfer its rich African experience to the MENA region in order to strengthen community media as an important factor for democracy building. Participants will consider the situation of community radio in their respective countries and on the contribution of the community radio concerning key issues such as the democratization of societies, the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG), and the resolution of the conflict situations. 

The conference will count on the participation of persons in charge and organizers of community radio, of non-governmental groups from the region, representatives of U.N. organizations and multilateral institutions, authorities of government and regulation as well as researchers and academics. 
3. Goals and objectives of the Africa and MENA Conference

The goal of the first Africa and MENA Conference is to find effective ways to increase the social impact of community radio where it exists and to develop an enabling environment for community radio in countries where community radio is not yet established – particularly in the MENA region – by benefiting from the best experiences in Africa. In particular, the participants will have to reflect on the strategies of legislation that makes the development of community radio still difficult in most MENA countries. 

Through sharing experiences and examining cases where radio has been extremely successful, participants will come up with new mechanisms necessary to increase the impact of the community radio and to reinforce bonds of networking between community media and civil society in the African and Arab worlds. 

4. Main objectives of the 1st AMARC Africa and MENA Conference

The main objectives will be to: 

· Review and evaluate the existing legislation, financing and content framework for community media, and define strategies to remove barriers to community radio development in Africa and the MENA region;

· Share experiences and define lines of action on how the AMARC network, NGO partners and multilateral institutions can best contribute to increasing the social impact of community radio in achieving development goals;

· Explore mechanisms leading to increased networking among community radio operators, NGOs and institutions to support civil society development and democracy building in Africa and the MENA region; 

· Explore how best practices in Africa and elsewhere can be replicated or adapted for use in the MENA Region; and

· To define the best experiences and mechanisms to develop the Women’s International Network (WIN) across the Africa and MENA regions.

5. Conference Agenda and Activities  

The structure of the conference will consist in three formats: Plenary sessions, interactive workshops and training for trainers’ sessions.

Plenary Sessions: Three plenary sessions will be held each morning and a final plenary will be dedicated to the discussion of the Africa and MENA declaration:

(1) Opening Plenary: Community Radio in Africa and MENA: Challenges and opportunities;

(2) Advocating for an enabling environment for Community Radio: Challenges and opportunities;

(3) Community radio and achievement of development objectives: Sharing good experiences; and 

(4) Closing Plenary: The Africa and MENA Declaration.

Interactive Workshops: The interactive workshops will be held in the afternoons concentrating in particular on sub-regional challenges:

(1) Case studies of community radio in Africa and Achievement of MDG

(2) Case studies in MENA, focusing on challenges and experiences

(3) Gender equality and the Women International Network

(4) Conflict resolution in Africa and MENA: sharing experiences

(5) Health and development: best experiences for community radio in Africa and MENA

(6) Advocating for community radio and best experiences 

(7) Social campaigns and networking experiences

Training for trainers: Two training for trainers sessions will be held:

(1) Women-sensitive programming

(2) Information Communication Technologies (ICTs) and community radio programming

AMARC Africa and MENA Organisation Meetings

Three member assemblies are expected to take place:

(1) AMARC Africa Regional Assembly

(2) AMARC MENA sub regional Assembly

(3) WIN Africa and MENA regional Assembly

6. Anticipated Outputs and Outcomes

Following are the anticipated conference outputs:

(1) Conference Report and Summary of Presentations;

(2) AMARC Africa-MENA Strategic Plan 2007-2009;

(4) Declaration of Morocco;

(5) Webstreaming of the Conference proceedings through the CR Network;

(6) Increased financial support for CR in Africa and MENA;

The major expected outcomes are:

· Further development at the local level through the empowerment of local communities through community radio in Africa and MENA; 

· Further democracy building through increased networking of civil society actors through community radios; 

· Increased advocacy capacity by freedom of expression stakeholders and community radio stations on how to lobby governments to create an enabling environment for community radio; 

· Empower women and other marginalised groups through community radio by ensuring their voices are heard; and

· Increased partnership and stakeholders’ coordination on communication for development, poverty reduction and good governance.

7. Indicators of Success

The AMARC  First Conference: “Community Radios in Africa-Middle East and North Africa: Sharing Experiences for Development and democracy building from the grassroots” will contribute to increased social impact of community radio in Africa and the development of community radio in the MENA region.

At the qualitative level the indicators of success of the conference will lead to a higher degree of comprehension of community radio to communicate as result of the workshops and the exchanges among the participants. They will be measured by the degree of satisfaction expressed in questionnaires of the participants.

In quantitative terms, the indicators of success will be the number of participants including the gender composition; increased number of AMARC members; 20 community radio members are trained in gender sensitive programme and on use of ICTs in CR; the number of hours of webstreaming of the conference proceedings.
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